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Mixed-methods approach using qualitative content analysis of urban climate action plans and ordinal logistic regression.

Our research sample is composed of the most recent climate action plan adopted by each of the 100 largest cities in the US. The
sample of cities included in our study was defined according to the US Census Bureau 2019 population estimates. For each city, we
selected the most recently adopted climate action plan that fit our definition as of June 2021.

We focus on large cities because (a) these urban areas are more likely to have more diverse populations that experience relatively
pronounced poverty and income disparities, and (b) their governments are more likely to have more resources and capacities to
undergo complex climate planning processes that incorporate equity. Moreover, focusing on large cities enables us to compare our
findings across previous studies, most of which examine climate planning in large cities. We also focus only in the most recent climate
plans to capture the latest and most novel conceptualizations of climate justice in urban climate action planning in the U.S.

Since we focus only on the largest cities in the U.S., our sample may not be representative of efforts occurring in smaller
municipalities across the U.S. or other countries.

All climate plans are publicly available online through each city's website.

The sample was determined according to set criteria: a) climate plan must be adopted by the city government from one of the 100
largest cities in the US and b) climate plan must include explicit policies for climate mitigation (see explanation in Data exclusions).

We collected plans through targeted internet searches in Google (e.g., “city name” + “climate action plan”), city government
websites, and the Local Government Climate and Energy Goals database developed by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient
Economy (ttps://database.aceee.org/city/local-government-energy-efficiency-goals). All climate plans used are publicly available in
each city's website and contained in files deposited in our open repository.

Data used for the regression analysis was obtained from the 2019 U.S. Census estimates and the 2015-2019 American Community
Survey and extracted through R's function "get_acs()". Our data availability statement has a link to a repository that includes the data
collected through this strategy and used for the regression analysis.

Researchers were not blinded for hypothesis testing.

Data collection started on September 2020 and ended in June 2021.

For each city, we selected the most recently adopted climate action plan that fit our definition as of June 2021. We define climate
action plan as any formal local planning document adopted by a city government that explicitly addresses multiple sectors of climate
mitigation. This definition includes climate plans exclusively focused on mitigation, climate plans integrating mitigation and
adaptation or resilience, as well as sustainability and energy plans with chapters or sections explicitly dedicated to mitigation. We
excluded city plans that are only focused on climate adaptation or resilience, plans that are written by state or regional entities, and
plans that are written by local entities (e.g., local non-profits, universities) but not formally adopted by city governments.

Several cities in our sample had published multiple plans over the past decade. In cases where the most recent plan updated or
superseded earlier plans, we reviewed only the most recent plan. However, in cases where the most recent plan complemented an
earlier plan, we reviewed both the most recent and previous versions of the plan. In total, we found that 58 out the 100 largest US
city had an eligible climate action plan to include in our analysis.

No participants were required in this study.

The sample of climate plans analyzed in this study was not randomized, as the goal of the study was to analyze the 100 largest cities
in the U.S. Such sample is, de facto, not random. Our goal was not to generate a randomized and representative sample of cities, but
rather capture the efforts of large cities, which are commonly recognized as leaders in urban climate action.




